CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Destiny: The Taken King - Legendary Edition 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1500814.000 

Medium: 

Console Game 

Distributor: 

Total Interactive 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Chief Censor 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 13 years. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: 

Contains violence. 

Display conditions: 

None 

Date of entry in Register: 

20 November 2015 

Date of direction to 

20 November 2015 


issue a label: 


Date of notice of decision: 20 November 2015 



Components 

Running time 

Game: 

Destiny: The Taken King - Legendary 

Edition 


Total running time: 




Summary of reasons for decision: 

The game was cross-rated M from Australia with a note for ‘Fantasy violence'. The Chief Censor 
called the game in for classification due to concerns that the level of violence in it may require 
restriction in the New Zealand context. Released in 2009, Destiny received a rating of R16 from 





the Pan European Game Information organisation (PEGI). The game was cross-rated M from 
the Australian M with a note for fantasy violence. 

Destiny: The Taken King - Legendary Edition is a story driven online first-person shooter 
inspired by massively multiplayer role playing games. Despite the limited degree of violence and 
the unrealistic sci-fi setting, the game contains a high extent of repetitive and frenetic combat, of 
which the player is an active participant. Exposure to such content is likely to prove disturbing to 
children, with the repetitive combat the game encourages likely to inure them to real life violence 
in general. 

The above harms have been weighed against the right to freedom of expression as set out in the 
New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 and the Classification Office has determined that the 
game’s unrestricted availability is likely to be injurious to the public good. Placing a restriction on 
the availability of the publication to teenagers and adults is the lowest reasonable restriction 
which can be applied in order to prevent injury to the public good. Therefore Destiny: The 
Taken King - Legendary Edition and its constituent games and expansions are classified as 
objectionable unless its availability is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 13 years. 



